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part maintained, whether the rivers escape through rents
towards the sea, or flow inwards to lose themselves in lakes
or sands. Proposed commercial routes across the American
Continent, and from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf,
and gold-fields all over the world, are discussed with the
general and gratifying progress of geography.

In the preparation of such a detailed and voluminous
document, the President necessarily depended a good deal
upon the aid of the active Secretary of the Society, Dr.
Norton Shaw; but, in his usual thorough and matter-of-fact
way, he had done his best to make himself master of all
the topics on which he had to touch. Indeed, geography and
the Society were becoming each year more interesting to him.
His soirees now partook largely of a geographical element.
Every traveller of note who happened to come to London,
was sure to be seen at them, while, at the same time, the
members of the Society mingled there with other men of
science, literature, and art. In this way he strove to give a
help to the esprit de corps, and at the same time bring the
Society more prominently forward. The membership was
steadily increasing, the funds, too, had considerably grown,
and there were no debts.

In helping the advance of the Geographical Society,
Murchison brought out in strong relief one of the most
notable features of his life, often alluded to in the foregoing
narrative, and still to receive further illustration in later
pages. He possessed very considerable influence with lead-
ing men of all shades of politics. He met them continually
in society; he asked them to Ms house, and was in turn
invited to theirs j shot partridges with them in the country;
and, having had a previous military and sporting life, was, 1857.er been adequately recognised. See Report from the Select Committee
